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Mechanism of regional agricultural branding in enhancing smallholder Farmers” sustainable livelihood

YUAN Wenhua, LI Huilin
(Business School, Shandong Normal University, Jinan 250358, China)
Abstract: The development of regional agricultural branding is crucial for integrating smallholder farmers with modern agricul-
ture. Understanding how agricultural branding enhances their sustainable livelihoods is key to achieving "prosperity through brand-
ing". Existing research often focuses on consumption but overlooks production and farmers behavior, impeding the adoption of ad-
vanced practices. This study evaluates the impact of branding on smallholder livelihoods through product standardization, brand
organization, and brand premium. Using the Sustainable Livelihoods Approach (SLA), it examines how differences in livelihood
capital influence farmers' responses to branded agriculture and clarifies the synergistic effects. It identifies the process and chal-
lenges of branding’s impact on smallholder livelihoods and offers recommendations. This research shifts the focus from traditional
poverty alleviation to market-driven branding policies, expanding livelihood studies and offering insights for rural revitalization
and shared prosperity.

Keywords: Regional agricultural branding; Sustainable livelihood; Smallholder farmers; Vulnerability.
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